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192.    Since writing the foregoing part of this letter we have received
a memorial signed by the field officers and captains on the establishment
and addressed to you, in which they entreat the favor of your intercession
and application, by petition to the King or to the Parliament, to obtain
for your officers an equality in rank with His Majesty's officers bearing the
same commission in any service upon which they might act together.   We
have already treated on this subject in the i6grd paragraph of this letter
and now beg leave to conclude it with recommending this petition to
your serious attention, countenance and support.
193.    We are sorry to inform you that such an uncommon drought
has prevailed for some time past as to threaten many parts of the upper
countries with a total failure of the December harvest, and has raged with
so much greater severity in its progress to Lahore that multitudes of the
inhabitants of the districts  beyond  the Jumna are already  flocking to
Lucknow for the means of aubsistance, and as that country has likewise
suffered its proportion of this calamity, though in a less degree, it is not
unlikely that the people we mention will be induced to come down to
Bahar.    We have ordered encouragement to be given to them for that
purpose,   both  from  the humanity of saving them  from  the inevitable
destruction of a famine and the lawful desire, in such case, of increasing
the subjects of the Companies [Company's] dominions.
194.    The effects of the drought have been felt in some inea&ure even
in Bengal.    And  the general alarm caused  by such grounds for appre-
hending a scarcity of grain has caused the same immediate evil which
would  attend  the actual existance of it,  by  the refusal of those who
possess grain to sell it on any marketable terms.
195.    We are persuaded from the superabundance of the crops of last
season, from those which have already been gathered as plentifully as
usual in the month of August and from those remaining to be gathered
in the eastern parts of Bengal, which are properly the rice districts, there
will be an ample quantity, with moderate care, to prevent the dreadful
effects of a famine and to answer every reasonable demand for it.   But to
remove the continuance of an artificial scarcity and to promote the equal
distribution of grain to those provinces which may stand the most in want
of it we have thought it necessary immediately to take off the duties of
every kind and to allow of a free communication of trade, from place to
place, in this article without the necessity of taking out or producing
rowannas, and we have denounced the severest punishments against any
chokeydars or others who should attempt to obstruct it.
196.    We have laid an embargo on the exportation of any rke by sea
beyond the cargoes actually begun to be laden and the extent of the
contracts entered into for the supply of the Presidency of Fort St. George,
and which with the assistance they will receive from the Northern Sircars
and southern districts will be fully to answer their necessities.
197.    For the purpose of enforcing our orders and making such sub-